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AUTOMATIC DETECTION OF INFRARED
EXTENDER OR BLASTER

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to the automatic detection of an IR
extender or an IR blaster.

BACKGROUND

Consumer electronic devices, such as televisions, audio
equipment, video recorders, DVD players, video game con-
soles, and digital video recorders (DVR) are continually
shrinking in size. Many consumers have one or more of
these devices and prefer to place these devices out of sight
to avoid clutter. This creates a challenge in the design of
these electronics, since a remote control usually needs to be
within a line-of-sight of a device receiver to communicate
with the device. In some examples, an external receiver,
such as an infrared extender, allows the consumer to control
the device despite not having a line-of-sight.

Additionally, consumers may want to control their con-
sumer electronics with a single remote control when pos-
sible. Consumer infrared devices use an infrared electro-
magnetic spectrum for wirelessly communicating with one
another. These infrared devices are capable of communicat-
ing with more than one device at a time. Therefore, one
remote control may control multiple devices, such as a
television and DVR.

SUMMARY

One aspect of the disclosure provides a method for
automatically detecting an infrared blaster or an infrared
extender. The method includes detecting receipt of an infra-
red device by a media device. The media device has an
internal infrared receiver and a processor. The method
further includes determining if the infrared device is an
infrared extender or an infrared blaster. When the infrared
device is an infrared extender, the method includes disabling
the internal infrared receiver and connecting the infrared
device to the processor of the media device. When the
infrared device is an infrared blaster, the method includes
connecting the infrared device to the processor of the media
device and not disabling the internal infrared receiver.

Implementations of the disclosure may include one or
more of the following features. In some implementations,
detecting receipt of an infrared device includes detecting an
altered state of one or more electrical connections of a socket
of the media device by a received connector of the infrared
device. Additionally or alternatively, the method may
include detecting a break in one or more electrical connec-
tions of the socket of the media device by the received
connector of the infrared device.

In some examples, the method further includes determin-
ing if the infrared device is an infrared extender or an
infrared blaster, based on one or more altered electrical
connections of the socket of the media device. Additionally
or alternatively, determining if the infrared device is an
infrared extender or an infrared blaster may include detect-
ing a logic high or a logic low on one electrical connection
of the socket of the media device.

Another aspect of the disclosure provides a method for
automatically detecting an infrared blaster or an infrared
extender. The method includes detecting a connector
received by a socket of a media device. The media device
has an internal infrared receiver and a processor. The method
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2

further includes determining if the connector is an infrared
extender or an infrared blaster. When the connector is an
infrared extender, the method includes disabling the internal
infrared receiver and connecting the connector to the pro-
cessor of the media device. When the connector is an
infrared blaster, the method includes connecting the con-
nector to the processor of the media device and not disabling
the internal infrared receiver.

In some examples, detecting the connector includes
detecting an altered state of one or more electrical connec-
tions of the socket of the media device by the connector.
Additionally or alternatively, the method may further
include detecting a break in one or more electrical connec-
tions of the socket of the media device by the connector.

The method may also include determining if the infrared
device is an infrared extender or an infrared blaster based on
one or more altered electrical connections of the socket of
the media device. Additionally or alternatively, determining
if the infrared device is an infrared extender or an infrared
blaster may include detecting a logic high or a logic low on
one electrical connection of the socket of the media device.

In some implementations, if the infrared device is an
infrared extender or the connector is of an infrared extender,
the method includes receiving an infrared signal outside a
line of sight of the media device. If the infrared device is an
infrared blaster or the connector is of an infrared blaster, the
method may further include receiving an infrared signal
from a first remote device and sending the infrared signal to
a second remote device. The infrared signal may include a
command to control the second remote device.

Yet another aspect of the disclosure provides a method for
automatically detecting an infrared blaster or an infrared
extender. The method includes detecting a receipt of a
connector of an infrared extender or an infrared blaster by a
media device having a computing processor and an internal
receiver. The method further includes executing a routine on
the computing processor. The routine determines if the
connector is of an infrared extender or an infrared blaster.
When the connector is of an infrared extender, the routine
causes the infrared extender to communicate with the pro-
cessor and disables the internal receiver. When the connector
is of an infrared blaster, the routine causes the infrared
blaster to communicate with the processor and does not
disable the internal receiver. In some implementations, the
routine causes the media device to receive an infrared signal
outside a line of sight of the media device, if the connector
is of an infrared extender. If, however, the connector is an
infrared blaster, the routine causes the media device to
receive an infrared signal from a first remote device and send
the infrared signal to a second remote device. The infrared
signal includes a command to control the second remote
device.

In some examples, detecting receipt of the connector
includes detecting an altered state of one or more electrical
connections of a socket of the media device by the received
connector. Additionally or alternatively, the method may
include detecting a break in one or more electrical connec-
tions of the socket of the media device by the received
connector.

The method may further include determining if the infra-
red device is an infrared extender or an infrared blaster based
on one or more altered electrical connections of the socket
of the media device. Additionally or alternatively, determin-
ing if the infrared device is an infrared extender or an
infrared blaster may include detecting a logic high or a logic
low on one electrical connection of the socket of the media
device.
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Yet another aspect of the disclosure provides a media
device that includes a processor, an internal receiver, a
socket and a circuit. The internal receiver is in communi-
cation with the processor and is configured to receive an
infrared signal. The socket receives a connector of an
infrared extender or an infrared blaster. The circuit is in
communication with the socket and the internal receiver.
When the connector is of an infrared extender, the circuit
connects the infrared extender to the processor and disables
the internal receiver. When the connector is of an infrared
blaster, the circuit connects the infrared blaster to the pro-
cessor of the media device and does not disable the internal
receiver. In some examples, the media device is configured
to receive an infrared signal outside a line of sight of the
media device when the connector is of an infrared extender.
The media device may be configured to receive an infrared
signal from a first remote device and send the infrared signal
to a second remote device, if the connector is of an infrared
blaster. The infrared signal includes a command to control
the second remote device.

In some examples, the circuit detects receipt of an infrared
device by detecting an altered state of one or more electrical
connections of the socket by a received connector. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, the circuit may detect a break in one
or more electrical connections of the socket by the received
connector.

In some implementations, the circuit determines if the
connector is an infrared extender or an infrared blaster based
on one or more altered electrical connections of the socket.
Additionally or alternatively, the circuit may determine if the
connector is an infrared extender or an infrared blaster by
detecting a logic high or a logic low on one electrical
connection of the socket.

For any of the above implementations, the infrared device
or the connector may include a 3.5 mm audio jack. The
media device may be a television, a set-top-box, a digital-
video-recorder, or a cable box. Other devices are possible as
well.

The details of one or more implementations of the dis-
closure are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the
description below. Other aspects, features, and advantages
will be apparent from the description and drawings, and
from the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a schematic view of an exemplary communi-
cation system having an IR blaster.

FIG. 1B is a schematic view of an exemplary communi-
cation system having an IR extender.

FIG. 2A is a front view of an IR blaster connector for
connecting to an exemplary electronic device.

FIG. 2B is a front view of an IR extender connector for
connecting to the exemplary electronic device.

FIG. 3A is a schematic view of an IR blaster connector
communicating with an exemplary socket of an electronic
device.

FIG. 3B is a schematic view of an IR extender connector
communicating with an exemplary socket of an electronic
device.

FIGS. 4 and 5 are schematic views of an exemplary circuit
associated with the socket of the electronic device.

FIG. 6 is a schematic view of an exemplary circuit
associated with the socket of the electronic device controlled
by software.
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4

FIG. 7 is a flow chart of an exemplary arrangement of
operations for automatically detecting an infrared blaster or
an infrared extender.

FIGS. 8-10 are schematic views of exemplary arrange-
ments of operations for automatically detecting an infrared
blaster or an infrared extender.

Like reference symbols in the various drawings indicate
like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIGS. 1A and 2B, in some implementations,
a communication system 10 for communicating between a
user 20 and one or more electronic devices 200, via a remote
control 30, includes an infrared (IR) device 100 having a
connector 110. The infrared device 100 may be an IR blaster
100a (e.g., as shown in FIGS. 1A, 2A, 3A, and 4-6) or an IR
extender 1005 (e.g., as shown in FIGS. 1B, 2B, and 3B-6).
In some examples, the user 20 has a remote control 30
capable of controlling functions and features of one or more
electronic devices 200. In some examples, the user 20
programs or configures the remote control 30 to control
devices 200, such as a television 200a, an audio system
2005, a set-top-box (STB) 200¢, or a DVD player 200d. The
remote control 30 includes an IR transmitter 31 for trans-
mitting an IR signal 32 to the device 200 that the user 20
wants to control. In most instances, the IR transmitter 31 is
a light emitting diode (LED) built into a front pointing end
of the remote control 30. The IR signal includes infrared
light pulses where each pulse pattern is unique to a specific
button or command on the remote control 30. An electronic
device 200 associated with the remote control 30 or capable
of being controlled by the remote control 30 receives the
signal through an IR receiver 202. Therefore, a line-of-sight
from the IR transmitter 31 of the remote control 30 to the IR
receiver 202 of the device 200 is desired to establish
communication between the remote control 30 and the
device 200. The electronic device 200 may include a pro-
cessor 204 in communication with the internal IR receiver
202 for processing information received by the remote
control 30. The processor 204 interprets the received signal
32 into a command that modifies a status of the device 200.

An IR blaster 100a, as shown in FIG. 1A, extends a
remote IR signal 32a and allows the control of other devices
2005 that may be located behind cabinets or in other rooms.
An IR blaster 1004 allows a user 20 to control a device 200
without using a remote control associated with the device
200. Therefore, one remote control 30 may be used to
control several devices 200. A user 20 connects the IR
blaster 100a to one of the controlling consumer electronics
200A, which allows the controlling consumer electronic
200A device 200A to control one or more other controlled
devices 200B. For example, the IR blaster 100a may be
connected to the STB 200Ac. A user 20 may send a signal
32a to the STB 200Ac using the remote 30. The STB 200Ac
receives the signal 32a and re-transmits the signal 324
through the IR blaster 100a to one of the other controlled
devices 200B that the user 20 wants to control (e.g., the
audio system 200Bb). This allows for the placement of the
audio system 200Bb in a cabinet that is not within close
proximity of the STB 200Ac and still allows the user 20 to
control the controlled devices 200B through the STB 200Ac.
In this case, the STB 200Ac is the controlling device 200A,
since the IR blaster 100a connects to it and controls other
devices 200B. The controlling device 200A may be any
device 200 that a user 20 connects to the IR blaster 100a for
receiving a first signal 32a and re-transmitting the signal
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32b. The IR blaster 100a includes one or more electrical
cables 120a (FIG. 2A) connected to an IR LED 130a. A user
20 may place the IR LED on or near an IR sensor of the
controlled device 200B. The long cable 120a allows for the
placement of the controlling device 200A and the controlled
device 200B at a distance from each other.

Referring to FIG. 1B, a user 20 connects an IR extender
1005 to a device 200 that includes an IR receiver 202. The
device 200 may be positioned in a cabinet or further away
from the remote control 30. The IR receiver 202 of the
device 200 may not have a line-of-sight with the IR trans-
mitter 31 of the remote control 30; therefore, the IR receiver
202 of the device 200 is out-of-sight from the IR transmitter
31 of the remote control 30. The IR extender 1005 includes
a cable 1205 (FIG. 2B), a connector 1105, and an IR receiver
1305. The connector 1105 connects to the out-of-sight
device 200, and a user 20 places the IR receiver 202 in a
location capable of receiving the IR signals 32 from the
remote control 30. The cable 1205 of the IR extender 1005
allows for a user 20 to place the out-of-sight device 200 in
a cabinet or away from the remote control 30. Therefore, the
IR extender 1005 receives the remote signal 32 and sends it
to the device 200 to be controlled via the cable 1205.

A user 20 may use an IR blaster 100a or an IR extender
1005 based on the devices 200 the user 20 has and based on
the setup and location of the devices 200 with respect to one
another. Most electronic devices 200 are configured to
include an IR out socket for connecting an IR blaster 100a
and another IR in socket for connecting an IR extender 1005.
However, as shown in FIGS. 1A-6, an electronic device 200
may include one socket 210 capable of receiving a connector
110 of an IR blaster 100a or an IR extender 1005 and
automatically configuring the device 200 to communicate
with the IR blaster 1004 or the IR extender 1005. Having one
socket 210 instead of two saves both real-estate on the
device 200 and cost. Moreover, the socket 210 is in com-
munication with the processor 204.

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, in some implementations,
the connector 110 is a 3.5 mm (approximately % inch) audio
jack having two, three, or four contacts. The connector 110
includes a tip 112, ring insulators 114, and a sleeve 116
(usually ground). In some examples, the connector 110
includes a ring 118, as shown in FIG. 2B. Usually, the tip 112
and the ring 118 each carry a signal.

Referring to FIGS. 2A, 3A, and 4-6, an IR blaster 100a
has a connector portion 110a, a blaster portion 130qa, and a
cable portion 1204 that connects the connector portion 110a
to the blaster portion 130a (IR transmitter). The connector
portion 110a of the IR blaster 100a includes a tip 112a,
which is a signal pin, and a ring insulator 114 for insulating
the signal 32 from the sleeve 116a (ground). FIG. 3A shows
the pins of the IR blaster connector portion 110a as they are
in contact with pins 1-5 of the receiver socket 210 of an
electronic device 200 (when the user 20 inserts the connec-
tor in the socket). The socket includes a first pin 1 and a
second pin 2 that are in contact with each other. Once the
receiver socket 210 receives the IR blaster connector 110a,
the connector 110 breaks the contact between the first pin 1
and the second pin 2. The first pin 1 connects to the tip 112a
of the IR blaster connector 110a and the second pin 2 is
floating (i.e., since it is not connected to any other connec-
tor). A third pin 3, a fourth pin 4, and a fifth pin 5 of the
socket receiver 210 are in contact with the sleeve 1164 of the
IR blaster connector 110a.

Referring to FIGS. 2B and 3B-6, in some implementa-
tions, an IR extender 1005 includes a connector 1105, an
extender portion 1305, and a cable portion 1205 for con-
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necting the connector 1105 to the extender portion 1305 (IR
receiver). The connector portion 1106 of the IR extender
10054 includes a tip 1125, which is a power pin, and two ring
insulators 114 surrounding a ring 118. The ring 118 is a
signal pin. The connector 1105 also includes a sleeve 1165
that is a ground pin. The power tip 1125 may be a positive
supply voltage (V). FIG. 3B shows the pins 1-5 of the IR
extender connector portion 1105 as they are in contact with
the pins 1-5 of the receiver socket 210. As explained above,
the first pin 1 and the second pin 2 of the socket receiver 210
are in contact with each other prior to receiving the IR
extender connector 1105 (e.g., the first and second pins 1, 2
may be spring biased to contact each other or a common
conductive surface). Once the receiver socket 210 receives
the IR extender connector 1105, the connector 110 breaks
the contact between the first pin 1. The third pin 3 is in
contact with the ring 118 (carrying the signal), and the fourth
pin 4 and the fifth pin 5 are in contact with the sleeve 1165
of the IR extender connector 1105.

The difference between connecting an IR blaster 100a and
an IR extender 1005 to the socket 210 is when the receiver
socket 210 receives an IR blaster connector 110a, the IR
blaster connector 110a causes the first pin 1 to connect to a
signal pin 112a of the IR blaster connector 110a and
connection of pins 3-5 to the ground pin 116a. This is
different from when the socket 210 receives an IR extender
connector 1105, where the IR extender connector 1105
causes the first pin 1 of the socket 210 to connect to a power
pin 1124, the third pin 3 to connect to the signal pin 118, and
the fourth pin 4 and the fifth pin 5 to connect to the ground
pin 1164. The circuitry 300, 300a, 3005 shown in the figures
is used to automatically detect if the inputted IR device 100
is an IR blaster 1004 or an IR extender 1005. The automatic
detection is mainly due to the difference in the connector
pins between the IR blaster connector 110a and the IR
extender connector 1105.

Referring back to FIGS. 2A-6, the first pin 1 and the
second pin 2 are in contact with each other and form a switch
connector prior to receiving an IR connector 110. In addi-
tion, since the circuit 300 applies a 5V to the first pin 1, and
the first pin connects to the second pin 2, when no connector
110 is present the second pin 2 is at 5 V as well. When a user
20 inputs the IR connector 110 into the receiver socket 210,
the tip 112 of the connector 110 breaks the connection
between the first pin 1 and the second pin 2. The first pin 1
connects to the tip 112 of the receiver socket 210, and the
second pin 2 is floating (i.e., since it is not connected to any
other connector). Therefore, a break in the connection
between the first pin 1 and the second pin 2 causes the
processor 204 to detect that a user 20 inserted an IR device
100 (e.g., an IR blaster 100q or an IR extender 1005) in the
receiver socket 210 via a connector 110 (e.g., an IR blaster
connector 110a or an IR extender connector 11054). In
addition, when the user 20 inserts the connector 110 in the
socket 210 a pull-down on the circuit board 300 occurs due
to the breaking of the connection between the first pin 1 and
the second pin 2, which causes a logic low at the second pin
2 when a connector 110 is present.

Once the circuit 300 detects that an IR connector 110 is
present in the socket receiver 210, the circuit 300 determines
if the inputted IR connector 110 is an IR blaster connector
1104 or an IR extender connector 1105. The processor 204
considers the third pin 3 for making that determination. As
shown, the third pin 3 of the socket 210 connects to an SPDT
(single-pole, double throw) switch 220, which connects
either of two terminals 221, 222 to one common terminal
223. Single pole refers to the number of separate circuits
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controlled by a switch, and the number of throws is the
number of positions that the switch can adopt. The terminals
in the SPDT switch 220 remain in one state unless actuated.
Therefore, the contacts (or terminals) are either normally
open (NO) until closed by the operation of the switch, or
normally closed (NC) and opened by the switch action. The
SPDT switch 220 is capable of switching between enabling
the internal IR receiver 202 and enabling the IR extender
1004 (by disabling the internal IR receiver 202). Therefore,
if the third pin 3 connects to ground or the third pin 3 does
not connect to anything, the SPDT switch 220 closes at
terminal 222 allowing the internal IR receiver 202 to stay
enabled. However, if a user plugs the IR extender 1006 into
the socket 210, then pin 3 of the socket 210 connects to the
ring 118 (carrying the signal 32) of IR extender connector
1105. Therefore, the NC terminal 222 of the SPDT 220
opens and the NO terminal 221 closes. This disables the
internal IR receiver 202 and connects the IR extender 1005
that replaces the internal IR receiver 202. In some examples,
the signal level at the ring 118 of the IR extender connector
1105 is nominally 3.3 Volts (which the processor 204
considers as a voltage high). Therefore, when the processor
204 detects a voltage high at the third pin 3, the processor
204 recognizes that a user 20 connected an IR extender
connector 1105 to the socket receiver 210; however, if the
processor 204 detects a logic low then it recognizes that a
user connected an IR blaster connector 110a (only if the
processor previously detected a connector 110 based on the
first pin 1). A logic low also indicates to the processor 204
that nothing is connected to the socket 210. Thus, a logic low
caused by either the IR blaster connector 110a or no con-
nection indicates that the internal IR receiver 202 should not
be disconnected.

Therefore, when the processor 204 detects a connector
110, a logic low at the third pin 3 indicates that a user 20
connected an IR blaster 1004 to the socket 210. This causes
the third pin 3 to be grounded and maintaining the use of the
internal IR receiver 202. The IR blaster 100a connects to the
processor 204 of the device 200. However, if the processor
204 detects a logic high at the third pin 3, the processor 204
determines that a user 20 connected an IR extender 1005 to
the socket 210, which leads to the third pin 3 closing the first
terminal of the SPDT 220 switch, which disables the internal
IR receiver 202. The IR extender 1005 connects to the
processor 204 of the device 200.

In some implementations, the circuit 300 detects receipt
of an infrared device 100 by detecting an altered state of one
or more electrical connections (e.g., first, second, or third
pins 1, 2, 3) of the socket 210 by a received connector 110.
An altered state may be a detection of a break in one or more
electrical connections of the socket 210 by the received
connector 110, such as a break in the connection between the
first pin 1 and the second pin 2, as previously described.
Moreover, the circuit 300 determines if the connector 110 is
of an infrared extender 1005 or an infrared blaster 100a
based on one or more altered electrical connections of the
socket 210. The circuit 300 may determine if the connector
110 is an infrared extender 1005 or an infrared blaster 100a
by detecting a logic high or a logic low on one electrical
connection of the socket 210.

The automatic detection of an IR blaster 100a or an IR
extender 1005 may be established through the circuit 300a
shown in FIGS. 3A-5 or by a combination of a circuit and
software elements as shown in the circuit 3005 of FIGS.
3A-4, and 6. A general-purpose input/output (GPIO) is a
generic pin on an integrated circuit 300 whose behavior may
be controlled by a program. Therefore, software may be used
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with the GPIO as shown in the figures to detect the logic
high or the logic low of the first, second and third pins 1-3.

Referring to FIG. 7, in some implementations, an elec-
tronic device 200 may be configured to receive a connector
110. The electronic device 200 having a processor 204
checks for any inserted connectors 110. If the processor 204
does not detect a connector 110, the device 200 keeps
checking until the device 200 receives an inserted connector
110. The device 200 then checks if the inserted device 100
is an IR extender 1005, if so the device 200 disables an
internal IR receiver 202 and connects the inserted IR
extender connector 1105 to the processor 204. If the con-
nector 110 is not of an IR extender 1005, then the device 200
checks if the connector 110 is of an IR blaster 100qa. If the
connector 110 is a connector 110a of an IR blaster 1004, then
the IR blaster 100a connects to the processor 204 of the
device 200. If the connector 110 is not of an IR extender
1005 or of an IR blaster 1004, then the device 200 checks if
another compatible device is connected.

FIG. 8 provides a method 800 for automatically detecting
an IR blaster 100a or an IR extender 10056. The method 800
includes detecting 802 receipt of an IR device 100 by a
media device 200, such as a television 200a, an audio system
2005, a set-top-box (STB) 200¢, or a DVD player 200d. The
media device 200 has an internal IR receiver 202 and a
processor 204. The method 800 further includes determining
804 if the IR device 100 is an IR blaster 100a or an IR
extender 1005. When the IR device 100 is an IR extender
1004, the method 800 includes disabling 806 the internal IR
receiver 202 and connecting the IR device 100 to the
processor 204 of the media device 200. When the IR device
100 is an IR blaster 100a, the method 800 includes con-
necting 808 the IR device 100 to the processor 204 of the
media device 200 and not disabling the internal IR receiver
202, which means the internal IR device 200 keeps receiving
signals from the remote control 30.

FIG. 9 provides a method 900 for automatically detecting
an IR blaster 100a or an IR extender 10056. The method 900
includes detecting 902 a connector 110 received by a socket
210 of a media device 200. The media device 200 has an
internal IR receiver 202 and a processor 204. The method
900 further includes determining 904 if the connector 110 is
an IR extender 1005 or an IR blaster 100a. When the
connector 1105 is an IR extender 1005, the method 900
includes disabling 906 the internal IR receiver 202 and
connecting the connector 1105 to the processor 204 of the
media device 200. When the connector 1104 is an IR blaster
100a, the method 900 includes connecting 908 the connector
1104 to the processor 204 of the media device 200 and not
disabling the internal IR receiver 202.

In some implementations, if the IR device 100 is an IR
extender 1005 or the connector 11056 is of an IR extender
1004, the method 800, 900 includes receiving an IR signal
outside a line-of-sight of the media device 200. If the IR
device 100 is an IR blaster 1004 or the connector 110a is of
an IR blaster 100a, the method 800, 900 may further include
receiving an IR signal 32a from a first remote device 200A
and sending the IR signal 325 to a second remote device
200B. The IR signal 32 may include a command to control
the second remote device 200B.

FIG. 10 provides a method 1000 for automatically detect-
ing an IR blaster 1004 or an IR extender 1005. The method
1000 includes detecting 1002 receipt of a connector 110 of
an IR extender 1005 or an IR blaster 100a by a media device
200 having a computing processor 204 and an internal IR
receiver 202. The method 1000 further includes executing
1004 a routine on the computing processor 204. The routine
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determines if the connector 110 is of an extender 1005 or an
IR blaster 100a. When the connector 1106 is of an IR
extender 1005, the routine causes 1006 the IR extender 1005
to communicate with the processor 204 and disables the
internal IR receiver 202. When the connector 110a is an IR
blaster 100a, the routine causes 1008 the IR blaster 100a to
communicate with the processor 204 and does not disable
the internal IR receiver 202. In some implementations, the
routine causes the media device 200 to receive an IR signal
outside a line of sight of the media device 200, if the
connector 11054 is of an IR extender 1005. If, however, the
connector 110a is an IR blaster 100a, the routine causes the
media device 200 to receive an IR signal from a first remote
device and send the IR signal to a second remote device. The
IR signal includes a command to control the second remote
device.

Referring back to FIGS. 8-10, in some examples, detect-
ing receipt 802, 902, 1002 of an infrared device 100 or a
connector 110 includes detecting an altered state of one or
more electrical connections (e.g., first, second, or third pins
1, 2, 3) of a socket 210 of the media device 200 by the
received connector 110 of the infrared device 100. The
method 800, 900, 1000 may include detecting a break in one
or more electrical connections of the socket 210 of the media
device 200 by the received connector 110 of the infrared
device 100. A break may be a break in the connection
between the first pin 1 and the second pin 2 as previously
described.

In some examples, the method 800, 900, 1000 further
includes determining if the infrared device 100 or the
connector 110 is of an infrared extender 1105 or an infrared
blaster 110a based on one or more altered electrical con-
nections of the socket 210 of the media device 200. Deter-
mining 804, 904, 1004 if the infrared device 100 or con-
nector 110 is of an or an infrared extender 1005 or an
infrared blaster 100a may include detecting a logic high or
a logic low on one electrical connection of the socket 210 of
the media device 200. For example, a logic high detected at
the third pin 3 indicated that an IR extender 1005 is
connected, while a logic low at the third pin 3 indicated that
an IR blaster 1004 is connected.

Various implementations of the systems and techniques
described here can be realized in digital electronic and/or
optical circuitry, integrated circuitry, specially designed
ASICs (application specific integrated circuits), computer
hardware, firmware, software, and/or combinations thereof.
These various implementations can include implementation
in one or more computer programs that are executable
and/or interpretable on a programmable system including at
least one programmable processor, which may be special or
general purpose, coupled to receive data and instructions
from, and to transmit data and instructions to, a storage
system, at least one input device, and at least one output
device.

These computer programs (also known as programs,
software, software applications or code) include machine
instructions for a programmable processor, and can be
implemented in a high-level procedural and/or object-ori-
ented programming language, and/or in assembly/machine
language. As used herein, the terms “machine-readable
medium” and “computer-readable medium” refer to any
computer program product, non-transitory computer read-
able medium, apparatus and/or device (e.g., magnetic discs,
optical disks, non-transitory memory, Programmable Logic
Devices (PLDs)) used to provide machine instructions and/
or data to a programmable processor, including a machine-
readable medium that receives machine instructions as a
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machine-readable signal. The term “machine-readable sig-
nal” refers to any signal used to provide machine instruc-
tions and/or data to a programmable processor.

Implementations of the subject matter and the functional
operations described in this specification can be imple-
mented in digital electronic circuitry, or in computer soft-
ware, firmware, or hardware, including the structures dis-
closed in this specification and their structural equivalents,
or in combinations of one or more of them. Moreover,
subject matter described in this specification can be imple-
mented as one or more computer program products, i.e., one
or more modules of computer program instructions encoded
on a computer readable medium for execution by, or to
control the operation of, data processing apparatus. The
computer readable medium can be a machine-readable stor-
age device, a machine-readable storage substrate, a non-
transitory memory device, a composition of matter effecting
a machine-readable propagated signal, or a combination of
one or more of them. The terms “data processing apparatus”,
“computing device” and “computing processor” encompass
all apparatus, devices, and machines for processing data,
including by way of example a programmable processor, a
computer, or multiple processors or computers. The appa-
ratus can include, in addition to hardware, code that creates
an execution environment for the computer program in
question, e.g., code that constitutes processor firmware, a
protocol stack, a database management system, an operating
system, or a combination of one or more of them. A
propagated signal is an artificially generated signal, e.g., a
machine-generated electrical, optical, or electromagnetic
signal that is generated to encode information for transmis-
sion to suitable receiver apparatus.

A computer program (also known as an application,
program, software, software application, script, or code) can
be written in any form of programming language, including
compiled or interpreted languages, and it can be deployed in
any form, including as a stand-alone program or as a
module, component, subroutine, or other unit suitable for
use in a computing environment. A computer program does
not necessarily correspond to a file in a file system. A
program can be stored in a portion of a file that holds other
programs or data (e.g., one or more scripts stored in a
markup language document), in a single file dedicated to the
program in question, or in multiple coordinated files (e.g.,
files that store one or more modules, sub programs, or
portions of code). A computer program can be deployed to
be executed on one computer or on multiple computers that
are located at one site or distributed across multiple sites and
interconnected by a communication network.

The processes and logic flows described in this specifi-
cation can be performed by one or more programmable
processors executing one or more computer programs to
perform functions by operating on input data and generating
output. The processes and logic flows can also be performed
by, and apparatus can also be implemented as, special
purpose logic circuitry, e.g., an FPGA (field programmable
gate array) or an ASIC (application specific integrated
circuit).

Processors suitable for the execution of a computer pro-
gram include, by way of example, both general and special
purpose microprocessors, and any one or more processors of
any kind of digital computer. Generally, a processor will
receive instructions and data from a read only memory or a
random access memory or both. The essential elements of a
computer are a processor for performing instructions and
one or more memory devices for storing instructions and
data. Generally, a computer will also include, or be opera-
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tively coupled to receive data from or transfer data to, or
both, one or more mass storage devices for storing data, e.g.,
magnetic, magneto optical disks, or optical disks. However,
a computer need not have such devices. Moreover, a com-
puter can be embedded in another device, e.g., a mobile
telephone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a mobile audio
player, a Global Positioning System (GPS) receiver, to name
just a few. Computer readable media suitable for storing
computer program instructions and data include all forms of
non-volatile memory, media and memory devices, including
by way of example semiconductor memory devices, e.g.,
EPROM, EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic
disks, e.g., internal hard disks or removable disks; magneto
optical disks; and CD ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The
processor and the memory can be supplemented by, or
incorporated in, special purpose logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, one or more aspects
of the disclosure can be implemented on a computer having
a display device, e.g., a CRT (cathode ray tube), LCD (liquid
crystal display) monitor, or touch screen for displaying
information to the user and optionally a keyboard and a
pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball, by which the
user can provide input to the computer. Other kinds of
devices can be used to provide interaction with a user as
well; for example, feedback provided to the user can be any
form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback, auditory
feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the user can be
received in any form, including acoustic, speech, or tactile
input. In addition, a computer can interact with a user by
sending documents to and receiving documents from a
device that is used by the user; for example, by sending web
pages to a web browser on a user’s client device in response
to requests received from the web browser.

One or more aspects of the disclosure can be implemented
in a computing system that includes a backend component,
e.g., as a data server, or that includes a middleware com-
ponent, e.g., an application server, or that includes a frontend
component, e.g., a client computer having a graphical user
interface or a Web browser through which a user can interact
with an implementation of the subject matter described in
this specification, or any combination of one or more such
backend, middleware, or frontend components. The compo-
nents of the system can be interconnected by any form or
medium of digital data communication, e.g., a communica-
tion network. Examples of communication networks include
a local area network (“LAN”) and a wide area network
(“WAN”), an inter-network (e.g., the Internet), and peer-to-
peer networks (e.g., ad hoc peer-to-peer networks).

The computing system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
client-server relationship to each other. In some implemen-
tations, a server transmits data (e.g., an HTML page) to a
client device (e.g., for purposes of displaying data to and
receiving user input from a user interacting with the client
device). Data generated at the client device (e.g., a result of
the user interaction) can be received from the client device
at the server.

While this specification contains many specifics, these
should not be construed as limitations on the scope of the
disclosure or of what may be claimed, but rather as descrip-
tions of features specific to particular implementations of the
disclosure. Certain features that are described in this speci-
fication in the context of separate implementations can also
be implemented in combination in a single implementation.
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Conversely, various features that are described in the context
of a single implementation can also be implemented in
multiple implementations separately or in any suitable sub-
combination. Moreover, although features may be described
above as acting in certain combinations and even initially
claimed as such, one or more features from a claimed
combination can in some cases be excised from the combi-
nation, and the claimed combination may be directed to a
sub-combination or variation of a sub-combination.

Similarly, while operations are depicted in the drawings in
a particular order, this should not be understood as requiring
that such operations be performed in the particular order
shown or in sequential order, or that all illustrated operations
be performed, to achieve desirable results. In certain cir-
cumstances, multi-tasking and parallel processing may be
advantageous. Moreover, the separation of various system
components in the embodiments described above should not
be understood as requiring such separation in all embodi-
ments, and it should be understood that the described
program components and systems can generally be inte-
grated together in a single software product or packaged into
multiple software products.

A number of implementations have been described. Nev-
ertheless, it will be understood that various modifications
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the disclosure. Accordingly, other implementations are
within the scope of the following claims. For example, the
actions recited in the claims can be performed in a different
order and still achieve desirable results.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for automatically detecting an infrared
blaster or an infrared extender, the method comprising:
detecting receipt of an infrared device by a media device
when a socket of the media device receives a connector
of the infrared device, the media device having an
internal infrared receiver and a processor; and

determining whether the infrared device is an infrared
extender or an infrared blaster by detecting a logic high
or a logic low on an electrical connection of the socket
of the media device by the received connector of the
infrared device;

wherein when the logic high on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the infrared device is the infrared
extender;

disabling the internal infrared receiver; and

connecting the infrared device to the processor of the
media device; and

wherein when the logic low on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the infrared device is the infrared
blaster; and

connecting the infrared device to the processor of the
media device and not disabling the internal infrared
receiver.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein detecting receipt of the
infrared device comprises detecting an altered state of one or
more electrical connections of the socket of the media
device by the received connector of the infrared device.

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising detecting a
break in one or more electrical connections of the socket of
the media device by the received connector of the infrared
device.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the infrared device
comprises a 3.5 mm audio jack.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the media device
comprises one of a television, a set-top-box, a digital-video-
recorder, or a cable box.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising, when the
infrared device is the infrared extender, receiving an infrared
signal outside a line of sight of the media device.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising, when the
infrared device is the infrared blaster:

receiving an infrared signal from a first remote device;

and

sending the infrared signal to a second remote device;

wherein the infrared signal comprises a command to

control the second remote device.

8. A method for automatically detecting an infrared
blaster or an infrared extender, the method comprising:

detecting a connector received by a socket of a media

device, the media device having an internal infrared
receiver and a processor; and

determining whether the connector is of the infrared

extender or the infrared blaster by detecting a logic
high or a logic low on an electrical connection of the
socket of the media device by the received connector;
wherein when the logic high on the electrical connection
of the socket of the media device is detected:
determining that the connector is of the infrared
extender;
disabling the internal infrared receiver; and
connecting the connector to the processor of the media
device; and

wherein when the logic low on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the infrared device is infrared blaster;
and

connecting the connector to the processor of the media
device and not disabling the internal infrared
receiver.

9. The method of claim 8, wherein detecting the connector
comprises detecting an altered state of one or more electrical
connections of the socket of the media device by the
connector.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising detecting
a break in one or more electrical connections of the socket
of the media device by the connector.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the connector com-
prises a 3.5 mm audio jack.

12. The method of claim 9, wherein the media device
comprises one of a television, a set-top-box, a digital-video-
recorder, or a cable box.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising, when the
connector is of the infrared extender, receiving an infrared
signal outside a line of sight of the media device.

14. The method of claim 9, further comprising, when the
connector is of the infrared blaster:

receiving an infrared signal from a first remote device;

and

sending the infrared signal to a second remote device;

wherein the infrared signal comprises a command to

control the second remote device.

15. A media device comprising:

a processor;

an internal receiver in communication with the processor

and configured to receive an infrared signal;

a socket for receiving a connector of an infrared extender

or an infrared blaster; and

a circuit in communication with the socket and the

internal receiver, the circuit determining whether the
connector is of the infrared extender or the infrared
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blaster by detecting a logic high or a logic low on an
electrical connection of the socket of the media device
by the received connector;

wherein when the logic high on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the connector is of the infrared
extender;

disabling the internal receiver; and

connecting the infrared extender to the processor; and

wherein when the logic low on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the connector is of the infrared blaster;
and

connecting the infrared blaster to the processor of the
media device and not disabling the internal receiver.

16. The device of claim 15, wherein the circuit detects
receipt of an infrared device by detecting an altered state of
one or more electrical connections of the socket by the
received connector.

17. The device of claim 16, wherein the circuit detects a
break in one or more electrical connection of the socket by
the received connector.

18. The device of claim 15, wherein the connector com-
prises a 3.5 mm audio jack.

19. The device of claim 15, wherein the media device
comprises one of a television, a set-top-box, a digital-video-
recorder, or a cable box.

20. The device of claim 15, wherein the media device is
configured to receive the infrared signal outside a line of
sight of the media device when the connector is of an
infrared extender.

21. The device of claim 15, wherein when the connector
is of the infrared blaster, the media device is configured to:

receive the infrared signal from a first remote device; and

send the infrared signal to a second remote device, the
infrared signal comprising a command to control the
second remote device.

22. A method for automatically detecting an infrared
blaster or an infrared extender, the method comprising:

detecting a receipt of a connector of an infrared extender

or an infrared blaster by a socket of a media device
having a computing processor and an internal receiver;
and

executing a routine on the computing processor, the

routine configured to determine whether the connector
is of the infrared extender or the infrared blaster by
detecting a logic high or a logic low on an electrical
connection of the socket of the media device by the
received connector;

wherein when the logic high on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the connector is of the infrared
extender;

disabling the internal receiver; and

connecting the infrared extender to the computing
processor of the media device; and

wherein when the logic low on the electrical connection

of the socket of the media device is detected:

determining that the connector is of the infrared blaster;
and

connecting the infrared blaster to the computing pro-
cessor of the media device.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein detecting receipt of
the connector comprises detecting an altered state of one or
more electrical connections of the socket of the media
device by the received connector.
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24. The method of claim 23, further comprising detecting
a break in one or more electrical connections of the socket
of the media device by the received connector.

25. The method of claim 22, wherein the connector
comprises a 3.5 mm audio jack.

26. The method of claim 22, wherein the media device
comprises one of a television, a set-top-box, a digital-video-
recorder, or a cable box.

27. The method of claim 22, wherein when the connector
is of an infrared extender, the routine is configured to cause
the media device to receive an infrared signal outside a line
of sight of the media device.

28. The method of claim 22, wherein when the connector
is of an infrared blaster, the routine is configured to cause the
media device to:

receive an infrared signal from a first remote device; and

send the infrared signal to a second remote device, the

infrared signal comprises a command to control the
second remote device.
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